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in the plot, persuaded them to let him live: saying
to himself: In this way I shall make for myself
a loophole of escape, in case he should ever regain
his throne.

Then in the early morning, his uncle and his other
relations took him away, and laid him bound on
a swift camel. And mounting others, they hurried
him away into the desert, going at full speed for
hours, till they reached its very heart. And there
they set him down. And they placed beside him
a little water in a small skin, and a little bag of
corn. And his uncle said: Now, O nephew, we
will leave thee, alone with thy shadow and thy
life in the sand. And if thou canst save thyselfs
by going away to the western quarter, lo! it is open
before thee. But beware of attempting to return
home, towards the rising sun. For I will set guards
to watch thy coming, and I will not spare thee
a second time.

And then, he set Ms left arm free, and laid beside
him a little knife. And they mounted their camels,
and taking his, they tlew away from him over the
sand9 like the shadow of a cloud driven by the
western wind.

So when they were gone, Aja took the knife, and
cut his bonds. And he stood up, and watched